[image: image1.wmf]Britain:  The First Nation to Industrialize

Definition of Industrialize:  
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But Why?
Natural Resources

Though a relatively small nation, Britain had a large supply of coal to power steam engines.  It also had lots of iron to build the new machines 

Human Resources

Due to the Population Explosion and Enclosure movement, Britain had a lot of workers available to mine the coal and iron, build the factories, and run the machines

New Technology

Britain had been a center of the Scientific Revolution, which had focused its attention on the physical world and developed new devices for managing it.  In the 1700s Britain had plenty of skilled mechanics who were eager to meet the growing demand for new practical inventions.

Economic Conditions

General economic prosperity amongst the exploding population led to an increase in consumer demand.  A large number of businessmen, known as entrepreneurs, were ready to risk their capital in new business to sell goods to these consumers

Political and Social Conditions

Britain had a stable government that supported economic growth.  Although members of the upper class tended to look down on business people, they did not reject the great wealth produced by the new businesses.
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INSTRUCTIONS:  On the group white-board you are to draw a concept map (a visual representation) of why Britain was the first nation to industrialize.  





This is a good method to use when you read a chapter and need to remember key points.  Often times in class I give you notes in the form of a concept map – see yesterday’s notes.  Today you are going to make your own and fill it in.  There is no right or wrong way to do it, but you will need to have all five reasons in your organizer.  Your group will present its map and you must copy it onto the back of this page.








