Unit: India



East India Company

Created in 1600 a  British company named the East Indian Company was given a monopoly of trade between England and the Far East – India and China. It maintained this trade monopoly by bribing British politicians and paying 400,000 pounds a year to the British government. 

By the 1800s the company controlled/ruled over ½ of India.  It used Indian soldiers called Sepoys to protect its power.  By 1857 a well-established army of 200,000 South Asians officered by 40,000 British soldiers dominated India. 

Indian was no longer independent. With the Sepoys, the East India Company controlled the country and exported tons of Gold, silk, and cotton back to England every year.

Why did the British want to be involved in India?

Natural resources

New markets
Sepoy War 1857-1858

Uprising of Sepoy soldiers against their British rulers.  

Why did they want to revolt?

Resist westernization


Angry about torture by the British


High Taxes

Spark that set them off:


Lee-Ennfeild Rifle cartridges are covered in pig and cow fat.

On May 9th, 1857 the rebellion starts.  Sepoys will not put their fellow soldiers into jail for refusing to use the En-field rifle.  British and Sepoy soldiers engage in armed combat.  

The Sepoys enjoyed early success.  They drove the British back into the town of Cawnpore.  Under siege, Nana Sahib the Sepoy leader, granted the British safe passage out of the town.  However, he lied, and massacred the British as they left.  

The British sent in reinforcements and laid siege to Delhi, a rebel stronghold, and by 1858 had control of Delhi, killed the rebel leaders, and regained control of India.

Result:

Many lives were lost in the Rebellion before Britain crushed the revolt.  This showed Britain that the East Indian Company could not maintain control.  Therefore in 1858 it made India a colony.
Effects of British Colonization:

After 1858, Britain’s Parliament set up a system of colonial rule in India.  A British official governed in the name of the queen, and British officers held the top positions in the civil service and army.  Indians filled most other jobs. With their cooperation, the British made India the “brightest jewel” in the crown of the empire.


British policies were designed to fit India into the overall British economy.  At the same time, British officials felt they were helping India to modernize (fulfilling White Man’s Burden).  In their terms, becoming more modern meant adopting not only western technology but western ways as well.


To increase profits, Britain built new roads and an impressive railroad network.  Improved transportation allowed Britain to ship their factory-made goods to India and collect India’s natural resources, at a much quicker pace.  The British also installed new methods of communication such as the telegraph and a postal system to allow for more control of India.


Britain also changed Indian farming.  It encouraged nomadic Indian herders to settle down and grow cash crops (Items such as cotton and jute that could be sold on the world market).  This led to the clearing of new farmlands causing massive deforestation, or cutting of trees, and other environmental destruction.  


The British also introduced medical improvements. The result was a rapid population growth. New medicine saved more babies lives thus increasing the population.    However the rising numbers grew faster then the food supply, despite new farming methods.  Instead of using new farmland to help increase the food supply, the British used the land to grow cash crops that did not help to feed the people, but instead were sold to other countries.  In the late 1800s terrible famines swept India. Millions of Indians became terribly poor and many died of hunger.

On the positive side, British rule brought peace and order to the countryside.  The British revised the legal system to promote justice for Indians regardless of caste.  Upper class Indians were allowed to send their sons to Western schools, where they trained for posts in the civil service and army.  The wealthy in India grew richer from growing cash crops.  The new forms of communication even opened the way for Indians to develop a sense of national unity.

