Unit: Interwar Europe – Handout #_______


Paris Conference signs the Treaty of Versailles

Focus:  The Treaty of Versailles was too harsh.  Many nations, especially Germany, really resented the treaty.  They will get revenge in WWII.  The Treaty of Versailles was a cause for WWII. But it was not all a failure, the map set up at the Paris Conference is largely what you see today.

When:  Signed on 



1   

Who:  Germans 



2 to sign the treaty.  They had no choice.

Conditions of the Treaty of Versailles 

1. Germany to assume 




3 for WWI

2. 



4 in reparations to be paid by Germany for the destruction caused by the 

5 and for 


6 to millions of Allied soldiers or their widows/families

3. Limited the size of the German army to 



7 troops

4. Prohibited Germany from manufacturing 




8 including tanks and aircraft. 

5. Stripped Germany of its 





9 in Africa, China and Pacific Islands

6. 




10 returned to France 

7. Prohibited the German army from going near the border with France – called the 




11
Other Agreements at the Paris Conference - 

· Where the German, Austria-Hungarian, and Russian empires had once been, 






12

Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, and Poland from Russian land.


Czechoslovakia, Austria, and Hungary from Austria-Hungarian land
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Yugoslavia created in the Balkans
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· Many colonies in Africa and Asia think that Wilson’s call for self-determination was for them – 






13.
· Instead they are ruled as mandates – 












14
· Britain and France held mandates over former 


15 colonies

· Idea was to modernize the country until it could 


16
· But in practice they became 




17
Problems caused by Versailles that will lead to 

17.5
· The treaty was too harsh, 






18 
· 


19 did not get lands promised to it when it entered the war

· 


20 unhappy that west won’t acknowledge its claims to parts of China

· 


21 excluded from the Peace talks doesn’t like a Polish nation.  

League of nations is a beacon of hope – but fails!

· 


22 nations joined the league

· Their goal was to 



23 disputes rather then fight

· But the  




24 even though it was Wilson’s idea

· League was 



25 to prevent war . . . too weak
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