Unit: Africa

EQ 2.2

South Africa:

From Independence to Apartheid
South Africa gets its independence from Britain

· In 1910 South Africa won self-rule from Britain

· Whites controlled the mineral resources and good farm land that made South Africa the richest nation in Africa

· After independence the white minority passed laws to keep the black majority under its control.


Afrikaners create Apartheid

· In the 1940s, many blacks moved to cities and demanded more rights

· In a response to this, the Afrikaner National Party  – the name of the white government’s political party– created new limits on blacks 

· These limits were called Apartheid

· Definition of Apartheid – the legal separation of blacks and whites in South Africa

· All South Africans had to be registered by race

· Black, White, or Colored (of mixed descent) 
· The government claimed that apartheid would allow each race to develop its own culture, but it was really designed to give whites complete control over South Africa

· Leader of the Afrikaners said   "Whites, as the civilized race, were entitled to have absolute control over the state." 

Who created Apartheid?

Why was Apartheid Created?

Rules of Apartheid

Bantustans

· All blacks were assigned to 10 different homelands called townships  or Bantustans based on their ethnic group

· Located in dry unproductive parts of South Africa

· Purpose: to strip blacks of their rights in South African government 

· Blacks only have political rights in these homelands, not in South African government

· South African government ruled over these homelands 

· They were stuck there: blacks could not buy or lease land outside the homelands from people who weren't black

· Tried to move all blacks, except those needed by white employers, into townships

· Example of how bad they were: In Soweto [a township near Johannesburg], with a population of over one million by 1978, seventeen to twenty people were living in a typical four room house.

Life in the Ghettos

· In cities blacks are forced to live in certain areas called “ghettos”

· Blacks had to get permission to travel outside their township/ghetto and had to carry passbooks or face arrest or worse.

· Certain jobs were reserved for whites only

· More then 80% of South Africa – richest farmland and mines – reserved for 20% of the population

· Banned mixed marriages

· Segregated restaurants, beaches, schools etc

· Blacks paid less

· Black schools get less funding

· Government could arrest you and hold you as long as they wanted

· Ban any meeting

· Declare a state of emergency and use the army whenever it saw the need













Who was the majority in South Africa, but who was the minority that was in control?











