Stalin Takes Over . . .  Completely

In 1922 a new constitution created the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR).1  In theory each republic had rights, but in reality, Russia2, the biggest republic, had all the power.  The Communist Party reigned supreme.  It used the Army and Communist Secret Police to enforce its will.  

Stalin's Goal: make the Soviet Union into an economic power3
His economy is called a Command Economy


Definition – all economic activity controlled and owned by the state.4  
I.  Industry – Succeeded!


To make the Soviet Union industrialize quickly Stalin starts Five Year Plans

· Definition:  Plans aimed at increasing industry and transportation by setting production goals called quotas.5
· Pushed workers:  Gave them bonuses to those who succeeded – punished6 those who did not

· Plans succeeded by 1928-1939 All these things increased
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· But Soviet workers have little to show for their hard work


Wages are low8

Consumer goods were scarce9

Shortages10 in some areas and surplus11 in others

Due to quotas you get large quantities12 with poor quality13
But it did industrialize Russia in less time then any other country ever!14
II.  Agriculture – Failed!

Forced peasants to give up their private plots and live on Collectives

· Definition: Large farms owned and operated by peasants as a group.  They could keep their houses and personal belongings but all farm animals and implements of farming were owned by the collective15
· Peasants resist

They killed farm animals, Destroyed tools, Burnt crops16

· Stalin responds with brutal force especially to the Kulaks

Who?  peasants rich enough to own land (Stalin killed 5 million)17
Where the Five Year plans worked, Collective Farming fails

· Peasants only grow enough to feed themselves18
· Gov’t then took all the grain and left them to starve19
· Result is Famine: 5 to 8 million20 people dead in the Ukraine alone

· Feeding population was a major problem21 for Stalin.

The Great Purge

Stalin was very afraid that rival party members would take his power away from him

· 1934 he launched the Great Purge

Definition:  NKVD led attacks against possible enemies to Stalin such as Old party leaders, Army heroes, Industrial managers, Writers, Ordinary citizens.22

· People charged with everything from counterrevolutionary plots to failure to meet quotas23
· 1936-1938 Stalin staged a series of show trials

Definition:  Trials that are not concerned with the truth.  People admit to crimes after long periods of torture or to save family members.  Many were not tried just sent to forced-labor camps in Siberia.  Others were executed24

· 4 million25 people purged during the Stalin years

· Replaced old revolutionaries with young party members who owed absolute loyalty26 to Stalin

· Victims hardest hit? Most of the nation’s military officers27
Stalin’s Destruction Tally – worse than Hitler


Great Purge 

4 million28

Killing Kulaks
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Tallies due to collective farming 


15 million30 left homeless


1 million31 sent to labor camps


12 million32 sent to Siberia 


Millions33 died as a result of this.

