Unit:  Russia

Handout #_______


Power Struggle: Stalin vs. Trotsky

Lenin dies of a sudden stroke in 1924.  There is a power struggle
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Put S for Stalin and T for Trotsky


  A great intellectual who truly believed in pure Socialism


  Not a great thinker or a great speaker, but man could he work behind the scenes


  His name meant “Man of Steel”


  Played an important role in the November Revolution


  Not all that important to the revolution, he robbed banks to finance the revolt.


  General of the Red Army


  Wanted to focus on the Socialist Revolution at home.


  Born in a rural Russia

How did Joseph Stalin beat Trotsky and become the leader of the Soviets?

Joseph Stalin





Leon Trotsky





Trotsky – Core Info


brilliant Marxist thinker


a skillful speaker


leader of the Revolution with Lenin


True Marxist believer


General of the Red Army


Lenin thought Trotsky would be his successor








Stalin – Core Info


not a great intellectual.  


not a great speaker 


good politician that worked best behind the scenes


Stalin was the name he took - meant “Man of Steel”


Born in a rural area


Organized robberies to get money for the Bolsheviks


Far less important than Trotsky in the Revolution


Lenin did not like Stalin 


Stalin wanted to concentrate on building socialism at home





Uncle Joe Wins!  Stalin became the leader of the Communists by putting supporters who owed their positions to him in top jobs.  This isolated Trotsky in the party.  Eventually, Trotsky was stripped of his party membership and forced into exile.  He was later killed in 1929 in Mexico by one of Stalin’s agents.








