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WHS AP Psychology Domino Action Potential Activity

Materials

· Table in front of the classroom
· Lawn dominoes (really large dominoes) 
Procedures

· Resting Potential = Set up 6 dominoes.  They have the potential to fall but haven't yet.
· Action Potential = Push the dominoes down

· Set the dominoes back up.

· Ask the class, "if I push on the first domino will it cause an action potential?"  They will say yes.

· All or None Law = Only tap on the first domino lightly enough for it to move but not fall. 

· Threshold of Excitation = they will revise their previous statement and say that you have to push it hard enough to make the first fall over.

· Summation = a bunch of little pushes on the first domino that add up to reach the threshold of excitation

· Revise previous question, so if I push hard enough on the first domino than it will fall?  They will say yes again.

· Push all the dominos down.

· When they are all fallen, slam on the first domino.  Nothing will happen because your axon is in the absolute refractory period.

· Ask three students to try to set up the dominoes as they fall down to replicate the relative refractory period.

